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Word awaited on study of fire station
as site of MMC/Portland health facility
Leaders of MMC were awaiting the
outcome, last week, of a study authorized
by the Portland City Council to determine the feasibility of using Portland's
Central Fire Station as a City-Family
Practice Unit health services center.
The study, said Planning and Public
Affairs Vice President Donald E. Nicoll
this week, will involve engineering and
construction factors as well as the suitability and efficiency of the building as a
medical facility for residents of the city's
eastern peninsula. Nicoll said suggestions
also will be sought from members of the
community and neighborhood who
would be served by the new center.
In a recent letter to City Manager
A. J. Wilson, President Edward C.
Andrews of MMC said "we believe the
Central Fire Station has great promise for
joint use by the City and the Maine
Medical Center for health services including the Family Practice Program."
He said the present Family Practice
Unit is too small for the increasing
patient load, "is inefficient and does not
have adequate parking space. It cannot be
expanded or.improved significantly."
The MMC Family Practice Unit was
established five years ago in a rented
storefront building at Congress and India
Streets. It is health headquarters for a
large medically underserved population of
the Munjoy Hill area and the eastern
Peninsula neighborhoods and the training
location for 12 Family Practice residents
enrolled in a three-year clinical program.
Besides these residents, the Center staff
includes two half-time practicing family
physicians who direct the unit, ten voluntary teaching physicians, three nurses, a
social worker and a laboratory technician.

About .750 patients are seen and followed in a typical month at the Center,
and many others through supervision of
the Family Nurse Practitioner who serves
Peak's Island residents at the Casco Bay
Health Center.
Preliminary suggestions for joint CityMMC use include community health
education, City Nursing, City Dental
Services, the City Laboratory, the City
venereal disease clinic and the administrative services of the City Health Department.

Trustees tap Berv
for new V .P. post
Trustees of the Maine Medical Center
last week confirmed the appointment of
Elliott J. Berv as Vice President of
Human Resources. Berv, acting director
of Personnel for the past several months,
will assume the duties of the new position
immediately.
Berv was appointed by President
Edward C. Andrews, Jr., who said his
general functions will include responsibility for developing, implementing and
coordinating policies and programs
covering employment, labor relations,
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IT'S BIG BIRD! That's right, thanks to the clever artwork of Debbie Laliberte,LPN
on IICU. Dr. Michael Curci, Pediatric Surgeon, is seen roaming the Pediatric floor closely
followed by the Sesame Street character. Admiring the creation are left, Tony Silva,
Robert Bealieu and candystriper Mary Scala. (A/V Photo)

BERV, from page 1
wage and salary administration, orientattion and training. He will participate in
the formation of hospital policies, Dr.
Andrews said, in short and long-range
planning for the institution, and will
be responsible for manpower planning
and utilization.
The new Vice President for Human
Resources began his career in personnel
administration as an assistant managing
director for suburban store operations
in the Lord and Taylor organization. He
has since served as director of Personnel
for the Connecticut Mutual Life lnsurance Company and as Second Vice
President for Manpower and Organiza·
tional Development for Unionmutual
Life Insurance Company. He has been
the principal in the Portland Personnel
Consulting firm of Mahoney·Berv Associates since January, 1976.
Berv is a graduate of Allegheny College,
Meadville, Pa., and holds a Master's
degree in psychology from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. He is the author of a
number of articles that have been published for the personnel field, and holds
memberships in the Maine and American
Psychological Associations, the Manpower
Research Council, the American Society
for Training and Development and the
Organization Development Network.

MMC inventory counts
pens, ping-pong balls
A physical inventory was taken in
the Materials Management Dept. recently,
and here is a list of some of the interesting
items in the store room:
72 table tennis balls
2,700 band-aids
8]3 toothbrushes
2,000 nail polish remover pads
9,864 diapers
6,500 plastic knives
2,160 blue ball point pens
176 rotating fans
7,700 bars of soap
26,000 5 oz. paper cups
32,600 needles
2,460 typewriter ribbons
The inventory, conducted by the
storage room staff, under the direction of
Heidi Luce, took about six hours. The
total cost of the inventory stock is
$143,271.35.

13 years ago
A Maine job for a proper Bostonian?
Certainly not, said librarian Cai rns
If someone had asked Eleanor Cairns,
a true Bostonian, if she would ever live
in Maine, her answer would have been
"NO."
So that's what she said in 1966, when
approached with the idea of taking a
job as librarian at Maine Medical Center.
Miss Cairns had resigned as librarian
of Children's Hospital, Boston, and after
a little coaxing, she came to Portland for
the interview with MMC Executive Director Philip K. Reiman. She's been here
ever since, and has built the small, incomplete Medical Library into the
present day Health Sciences faci Iitv
which serves not only MMC, but the
entire State and region.
Before coming to Maine Medical
Center, Miss Cairns was a librarian for
Baker Library, Harvard Business School,
1928-1935; Harvard College Library,
1935-39,1943·1945; Dalton School, New
York, 1939-42; Burbank Hospital, Fitchburg, Mass., 1945·63; Children's Hospital,
School of Nursing, Boston, 1963-1966.
She was active in a number of healthrelated organizations in Boston and
Massachusetts, and served on the executive boards of the Massachusetts Tuberculosis and Health Association; the
Northern Worcester County Health
Association, Board of Directors; the
Massachusetts Heart Association, F itchburg Chapter; the Mental Health Association of Fitchburg; the American Red
Cross, Fitchburg Chapter.
But with her arrival at MMC, Eleanor
Cairns began to set a new record of
achievement. In 13 years, in effect, she
has built a new library-enlarging it,
increasing its efficiency, improving its
accessibility and usefulness. She has
even moved it from crowded quarters
that inhibited its use to more commodious and attractive ones.
. She has assisted in the development
of special library services and joined
MMC's facility in an information network
that includes the famed Countway
Medical Library at Harvard Medical
School. Most important, and by sheer
determination, professional expertise and
devotion to the institution, Eleanor
Cairns has put MMC's once-limited library

ELEANOR CAIRNS
on the medical map of New England
and the Eastern U.$.
Miss Cairns has always loved working
with and among books. She feels libraries
are store houses of information which
everyone should explore. "All libraries
are the same, yet different," she says.
"I've had a very rewarding life," said
Miss Cairns, who will retire in January.
"If anyone told me they would turn
back my life to the age of 40, and I
could re-live my life, but not as a librarian,
I would never do it." Miss Cairns feels her
life has been a rich one, full of good times
and happy memories. She has thoroughly
enjoyed her work, and her accomplishments have made Maine Medical Center
a better, more complete, teaching hospital.

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT
Carolyn Ski, a research assistant in the
Obstetrics-Gynecology
department, is
engaged in a two-year study of anew,
low-dose oral contraceptive, and needs
women participants age 18-38 with
regular menstrual periods and in good
health with no significant past illness or
disease. They will receive medication
without charge, and all follow-up clinic
visits and special tests related to the study
will be free.
Interested candidates may call Ms. Ski
at 2749.

Friends, co-workers honor departing Volunteer Director Elsie Reed

HANDSHAKES, EMBRACES AND A FEW TEARS were seen
last week as a coffee was held to honor Volunteer Director Elsie
Reed, who is leaving MMC to assume a similar position at Philadelphia-Presbyterian Hospital. The group above included Volunteer
directors Miriam Cromwell of Pineland, Dick Gross of Togus,
Mary Beth Conley of Central Maine Medical Center
and Peter
,

Dr. Racer is new
FamPrac Director
MMC Trustees have approved the
appointment of Harley J. Racer, M.D.,
acting unit director of the St. Louis
Park Medical Center Family Practice
residency program in Minneapolis, Minn.,
as Chief of MMC's Family Practice
department and director of the Family
Practice Unit on Munjoy Hill.
He succeeds Ian Macinnes, M.D.,
who has returned to his native Alberta.
Canada, to establish a private practice.
A native of St. Paul, Dr. Racer is a
graduate of the University of Minnesota
and its medical school. He served as
a general practitioner in Gibbon and

Swartz of Augusta Mental Health Institute. At RIGHT, Mrs.
Bettsanne Holmes an MMC Trustee, congratulates Elsie, with
Associate Vice President Robert Campbell and President Edward
C. Andrews, Jr., M.D. At LEFT, an embrace as Elsie and Miss
Agnes Flaherty, MMC associate vice president for Nursing say
goodbye. (A/V Photo)

Stillwater, Minnesota, and as clinical
assistant professor, assistant professor
and associate professor in the Department
of Family Practice and Community
Health, University of Minnesota Medical
School. He has been unit director and
acting unit director of the University
Affiliated Hospitals Family Practice Resi_dency Program at St. Louis Park Medical.
Center-Methodist Hospital, Minneapolis,
since 1972.
Dr. Racer is a charter diplomat,
American Board of Family Practice,
and a charter fellow, American Academy
of Family Physicians. He has been a
staff member at Methodist Hospital and
Fairview Hospital, Minneapolis, since
1955; was secretary of the Fairview Hospital Medical Staff in 1962 and president
of the staff at Methodist Hospital in 1965.
He has held a number of state, county
and hospital committee chairmanships,
and has been a member of the Society
of Teachers of Family Medicine since
1969.

MMC accessprogram
'going smoothly,'
says security chief
Bill Burnham, chief of security, told
department heads last week that the
building access program is going smoothIy. Burnham attributed the successful
start of the program to the fact that
16 volunteers have worked 4,200 hours
(2,234 hours during the months of

March, April and May) making name pins,
taking pictures, filing and doing other
tasks needed to get the project off the
ground.
Martin Conley, who heads the project,
has contributed 803 hours to the project,
working on name pins and ID card backgrounds since last October. Conley has
made close to 2,500 name pins and hopes
to have 700 more completed before the
end of this month.
Howard Sutton, a retired maintenance
dept. employee, showed Conley how to
operate the engraving machine to make
the name pins. For the picture ID backgrounds, Conley uses another device to
print the name, job title and the department. Conley made most of the ID
backgrounds and kept the cards up to
date until the picture taking got under
way in March.
Besides Conley, volunteers who
worked on the identification project
include Robert Foss, Morris Murinson,
Col. Robert Williams, Mike Gray, Greta
Clifford, Col. Roger Willock, Alen Bernstein, Priscilla Ferguson, Ellen Lyford,
Marge Larrabee, Carol Christl, Mary
Ann Johnson, Joan Peabody, Peter
,Legere and Henry Sheperd.

Yoga, anyone?
Nancy Garber, RN, in Staff Development, is testing the waters for a Yoga
class at MMC in the fall. It will be sponsored by the Employees' Activity Committee, and interested employees may
contact Nancy at 2321.

MMC Blood Bank

An editor's lament

is accredited

"Getting out this paper is no picnic.
If we print jokes or cartoons, readers
will say we're frivolous. If we don't,
they'll say we're too serious. If we clip
things from other papers, they'll say
we're too lazy to write our own stuff.
If we don't, they'll say we're charmed
by our own style.
"If we stuck too close to the desk,
we ought to be out hunting for news.
If we get out, they'll say we should be
back at the desk, tending to business.
If we don't print contributions, we
don't appreciate good writing. If we
welcome a variety of contributions,
our standards are too low.
If we edit somebody's copy, we're
too critical. If we don't, we're not
doing our job.
Now, I'll bet somebody will accuse
us of cribbing this from another paper."
We did ...from the BULLETIN of
the Maine Press Association, who
cribbed it from TEMPO, of the
Buntin Read Paper Co., who cribbed
it from ...etc.

MMC's Blood Bank has been awarded
a two year accreditation by the American
Association of Blood Banks (AABB),
according to Dr. Joseph F. Stocks, chief
of Pathology.
Accreditation follows an intensive on
site inspection by specially trained representatives of the Association, and
establishes that the level of medical,
technical and administrative performance
within the facility meets or exceeds the
rigorous standards set by the AABB. By
successfully meeting those requirements,
MMC can join more than 2,000 similar
facilities across the United States that
have earned the Accreditation rating and
recognition.
Standards for blood banks and transfusion services were set by a panel of
experts in the field, composing the
AABB Committee on Standards, and
are enforced by the AABB National
Committee on Inspection and Accreditation. Not only do these standards set
the level of professional proficiency for
blood banks and transfusion services
in the United States, but they provide
the basis of practice for similar facilities
around the world.
Just a Reminder:
Employees who are interested in enrolling in courses for either the summer
or fall, need to fill out a request for
Educational
Reimbursement
(MMC
form 503). A separate request is needed
for each course. Courses will not be
reimbursed unless they have received
prior approval. Forms are available in the
Personnel Department. For further information call 871-2973.
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marketplace
FOR SALE: Baby swing-o-matic swing, ex.
condo Call 772-5103.
FOR SALE: 1978 Chevy Malibu, 4 dr. green,
V-6 std., rustproofed, tinted glass, radio,
light group, gets 22-23 mpg, must sell. $3,500
or best offer. 12,000 miles: Call 282-7105.
FOR SALE: Red garden wheelbarrow, $9.00
Call 799-2502, eves.
FOR SALE: Used upright piano, $50, buyer
must move. Call Nancy in Emergency or
797-5769.
WANTED: Married couple looking for house
or apt. to rent starting in Sept. Call 797-2285
after noon or contact Nancy Garber in the
Nursing Office.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING ispublilhed every Wednesday at Maine Medical Center, Portland,
Maine, for members of the Hospital community
and for friends of the institution throuJlhout
Maine and northern New England. Comments,
questions and suggestions may be addressed to
the Editor, Public Relations Dept., MMC, Porto.
land. Me., 04102.
Contributors to this issue:
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop
Bonnie Scarpelli, A/V Resources
Judy MacKenzie, A/V Resources
Charlotte L. Hurd, A/V Resources
Joyce Swearingen, P/R Department
SUMMER RENTAL: Boothbay Harbor,
housekeeping cottage on Knickerbocker Lake.
Sleeps 4. Private with own dock for swimming
and fishing. Oose to harbor attractions.
$200/wk. Call 633-2140 after 5 p.m.
FOR RENT: 3rd floor apt. on Chadwick St.,
2 bdrms., carpet, hardwood floors, newly
renovated. Large yard for garden. No pets or
children. $300/mo. plus util. Ref., lease,
sec. dep. req, Call 799-3061 or 773-4477.
FOR SALE: So. Portland 2 bdrm. ranch.
Vinyl siding, fenced yard, all electric. 36,700.
Call 774-2753.
FOR SALE: Springer Spaniel, 3 mos. old,
male, trained, papers, shots, accessories,
black/white, under $200. Call 775-2751.
FOR SALE: Formica top kitchen table w/
expansion leaf and 4 chairs, good condition.
$40. Call Rachel on R5 or call 282-6845 eves.
FOR SALE: Schwinn Varsity 10 speed bicycle,
27 inch wheel base with camelback frame.
Silver color, $100.00. Handmade patchwork
sofa pillows, $8.00 each. 8 seated poker table
with convertible top, $30.00. Boy Scout pants,
27 x 29, I long sleeve, 1 short sleeve shirts,
13Yzinch neck, belt, sash, hat and 2 neckerchiefs, all new. Reasonable. Call Ruth at
781-4160.
WANTED: Person(s) to car pool from Elm St./
Broadway, So. Portland area to and from MMC
Mon - Fri. 8 - 4:30 p.m. Contact Nancy in
Rehab. or call 767-3564.
FOR RENT: Large home in Stroudwater area
of Portland. Call 774-8627.
FOR RENT: Room in So. Portland, parking,
near bus stop. Call 799-1321.
FOR RENT: Neal St. apt. Available Aug. 1,
near MMC. 6 large rooms, includes heat and hot
water. Two adults, no pets, ref. and sec. dep.
$295/mo. Call 781-4140.
FOR SALE: 4 bdrm. garrison with I Yzbaths,
front to back living room with raised hearth
for wood stove. Forced hot water oil heat.
Sunset Heights area of Portland. Call 772-3966.

